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*Deﬁnition

Environmental Control Units {also referred to as Electronic Aides
to Daily Living ) are specialized assistive technologies designed to
enable an individual to operate many household appliances and
electronics if he or she can not use the standard controls. For
example, if an individual can not access a standard light switch, an
ECU could provide an alternative way for the individual to turn the
lights on and off. Ancther example would be if somecne had
difficulty accessing and/or using the telephone. Once again, an
ECU could provide a different way for the individual to use the
telephone. ECU’'s can also provide alternative controls for the
television, cable box, DVD player, stereo, heating/air conditioning,
fans, doors, etc.
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The principal components of an ECU are also
' diagram:
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X-10 control input module (left) and receivers (right)

*Two Common X-10 Input/Output Block Diagrams
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TWO WAYS TO CATEGORIZE

‘ COMERCIALLY AVAILABLE ECU's:

STAND ALONE SYSTEMS

(PERFORM ECU FUNCTIONS ONLY)

INTEGRATED SYSTEMS
(PART OF OR INTEGRATED WITH OTHER ASSISTIVE
TECHOLOGY)
STAND ALONE
SYSTEMS
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An Answer to Virtually Every Need
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Voice and Switch Activated

All s Owe Fanvivonmwnsal Controd Unit
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Tash sechnology delivers an exciting new option
for smple sad coavenient telephone connections
Introducing The Tash Telephone, bong the
benefits of infrared capabilicies 1o swinch
controls. Combined with the Refax 3, The Tash
Telephone offers an cutstandimg advance in casy
access telephone wse

o Scan through 10 preset todephone
functions, answer, basg-wp, directory,
dows, up, dal, S speed duls

o Head set compatible

$1,350. U.S.
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Iachudes Relax 3, any single switch, Transcenver,
® ' 2 X-10 modules and The Tash Telephone

RELAX 3 SYSTEM PAOKAGE
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INTEGRATED
SYSTEMS
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JDS TimeCommander™

Purchase the JOS TimeCommander
for 2-way X10 and expand later by
addng the 1O Xpander. The stan-
dard TimeCommander peovides all of
the Seatures of the TmeCommander
Plus wihout B analog/digal inputs
and relay outputs. Add the 1O
Ypander module later 10 peovide P
oxact same hunconality as the
TimeCommandar Phus.

1210 JOS TmeCommander $299.00

238 X710 Computer Control
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ra

s b A New DHevs Bles




o ——y - —

r il
- -
e ~ - ——
. a0
-
e
- J

tobii

My Todil™ EYE CONTROL SYSTEM technology

CONTROLA COMPUTER
USING ONLY EYES

WY LASTY AN

Ty b
VIRLATAS

VT AN s




Infrared (IR) Capabilities built into power wheelchair electronics:

Invacare” Infrared Module
with Mouse Emulation

Simplicity is the Key!
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FACTORS TO CONSIDER WHEN RECOMMENDING AN
ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL UNIT:

* Client's Goals (what does he or she wish to control)

* What other assistive technology is utilized by the individual

* Client's prognosis (stable/progressive?)

* Client's cognition

* Where is the system going to be used (home or work, in one
room or throughout the house, etc.)

* System reliability, flexibility and ease of operation

* Local tech support for installation/configuration/service

* Expense of the system and the funding source

{Thank you. Any Questions

John Coltellaro MS, ATP
coltellaroj@upmc.edu




